
BRECKLAND COUNCIL 
 
Report of: Vicky Thomson, Democratic Services Manager 
 

To:  General Purposes – 23 July 2014 
Full Council – 25 September 2014 

 
(Author:  Sue Daniels, Electoral Services Manager) 
 
Subject: Community Governance Review – Weasenham All Saints and Weasenham  
                       St Peter – Final Recommendations 
 
Purpose: To approve the final recommendations for the Community Governance Review of 

Weasenham All Saints and Weasenham St Peter  
 

 

 
Recommendations:  
 

That General Purposes Committee recommend to full council the following:- 
 

1). That the parish councils of Weasenham All Saints and Weasenham St Peter are 
merged to form ‘one’ parish council; 
 

2). The name of the group of the parish councils will be ‘Weasenham Parish Council’; 
 

3). The number of seats of Weasenham Parish Council will be made up of  
4 seats Weasenham All Saints and 3 seats Weasenham St Peter; and  
 

4). A reorganisation ‘Order’ is made to effect the changes set out in 
recommendations 1, 2, & 3 to come into force on Thursday, 7 May 2015.  

 

 
1.0 BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 Breckland Council has responsibility for undertaking Community Governance  
            Reviews under the terms of the Local Government and Public Involvement in     
           Health Act 2007. The purpose of a Community Governance Review is to provide a  
           mechanism whereby the boundaries of areas served by Parish Councils and their  
           related electoral arrangements (including provision of any parish council wards,  
           and allocated numbers of parish councillors) can be amended where appropriate.  
 
1.2 The Council’s General Purposes Committee at its meeting of 17 July 2013 gave  
           approval for the Deputy Chief Executive to carry out a Community Governance  
           Review for Weasenham All Saints and Weasenham St Peter under the terms of the  
           2007 Act:  
 

1. To carry out a Community Governance Review with a view to merging the two parish 
councils to form one parish council for the two parish areas 

 
1.3 The period of initial public consultation which sought the views on the submission of 
 detailed proposals for consideration under the Review closed on 6 November 2013.  
 



1.4 In the preparation of their final recommendations under this review, Breckland Council seek 
 to provide community governance that will be reflective of the identities and interest of the 
 community in the area concerned and is effective and convenient.   
 
1.5 The law requires the Council to complete each Review within 12 months of 
 commencement. Any changes arising from the Review will come in effect at the May 2015 
 full elections of parish councils (combined with the next scheduled elections to Breckland 
 Council).  
 

 Criteria and aim of the review 
 
1.6 In conducting this Review, Section 93 of the 2007 Act requires Breckland Council to seek to 
 ensure that community governance within the area under review will be reflective of the 
 identities and interests of the community in that area; and is effective and convenient.  
 
1.7 When considering this, Breckland Council has taken into account a number of influential 
 factors, including: 
 

• the impact of community governance arrangements on community cohesion; and 
 

• the size, population and boundaries of a local community or parish. 
 
1.8 The Government's vision of an integrated and cohesive community is based on three 
 foundations: 
 

• People from different backgrounds having similar life opportunities 
 

• People knowing their rights and responsibilities 
 

• People trusting one another and trusting local institutions to act fairly 
 

and three key ways of living together: 
 

• A shared future vision and sense of belonging 
 

• A focus on what new and existing communities have in common, alongside recognition 
of the value of diversity 

 

• Strong and positive relationships between people from different backgrounds  
 
 

Summary of proposals 

1.9 After consideration of representations received, Breckland Council seeks to make a 
 reorganisation ‘Order’ to the effect of merging the parish councils of Weasenham All Saints 
 and Weasenham St Peter, to form one parish council and that the make up of the parish 
 council shall be made up of 4 Weasenham All Saints and 3 Weasenham St Peter.  The 
 name of the parish council is to be ‘Weasenham Parish Council’.  The reorganisation 
 ‘Order’ will be effective from the date of the next scheduled elections – Thursday 7 May 
 2015.   

 



 
Consultation 

 
1.10 In coming to its recommendations for this review, the council has taken account of the 

 views of local people.  The Act requires the council to consult the local government electors 
 for the area under review and any other person or body who appears to have an interest in 
 the review and to take the representations that are received into account buy judging them 
 against the criteria in the Local Government and Pubic Involvement in Health Act 2007.  
 
1.11 The initial consultation period was held from 6 September 2013 to 6 November 2013.  
 Consultation letters were delivered to all registered electors within the two Parishes 
 together with the Parish Council members, Ward Member and Norfolk County Council. Public 
 comments on the consultation were received by letter and e-mail. 
 
1.12 A total of 128 responses were received, of which 2 were treated as non-valid as they were 
 incomplete. Of the 126 valid responses, 112 were in favour of the proposal and 14 were 
 against it.  A number of responses to the consultation addressed issues that were not within 
 the scope of this review and were not taken into account. 
 
1.13 The Council published a notice on 7 February 2014 announcing the above Draft 
 Recommendations in relation to the Community Governance Review. This commenced a 
 consultation period of 3 months, during this time responses and proposals to the draft 
 recommendations were invited and comments for consideration by Breckland Council prior 
 to the making of the Final Recommendations on future electoral arrangements for the areas 
 listed above. Any changes to electoral arrangements resulting from the review will be 
 implemented in time to come into force at the next full Parish elections scheduled to be held 
 on Thursday, 7 May 2015. 
 
1.14 Consultation on the draft recommendations were undertaken from 8 February 2014 to 8 
 May 2014.  A number of responses to the draft recommendations were received regarding 
 the ‘name’ of the new parish council.  Both parish councils considered the name proposed 
 for the merged parish council of  ‘The Weasenhams’ but both parish councils put forward 
 the name of the new parish council as ‘Weasenham’.  The final recommendations of this 
 review take this matter into account.  
 
1.15 We sought comments at all stages of consultation of the Review and considered all the 
 evidence submitted to us during the consultation period when preparing the Final 
 Recommendations.  
 
1.16 The final recommendations of this review for Weasenham All Saints and Weasenham St 
 Peter are set out as follows:- 
 

That General Purposes Committee recommend to full council the following:- 
 

1). That the parish councils’ of Weasenham All Saints and Weasenham St Peter are 
merged to form ‘one’ parish council; 
 

2). The name of the parish council will be ‘Weasenham Parish Council’; 
 

3). The number of seats of Weasenham Parish Council will be made up of  
4 seats Weasenham All Saints and 3 seats Weasenham St Peter; and  
 

4). A reorganisation ‘Order’ is made to effect the changes in recommendations 1, 2, & 3 
which will come into force on Thursday, 7 May 2015.  



 
 
2.0 OPTIONS 
 
2.1 To approve recommendations as set out in 1 to 4 
 
2.2 To approve the recommendations in part as set out within this report. 
 
2.3 To not approve the recommendations as set out in this report and do nothing. 

 
 
3.0 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
3.1 The recommendations provide for more effective local governance, greater  
           community cohesion, sense of community identity, and a shared future vision and  
           sense of belonging. 
 

 
4.0 EXPECTED BENEFITS 
 
4.1 The expected benefits are set out in 3.1. 
 

 
5.0 IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 Carbon Footprint / Environmental Issues 
 
5.1.1 It is the opinion of the Report Author that there are no implications. 
 
5.2 Constitution & Legal 
 
5.2.1 The review was conducted having regard to the Local Government and Public  
            Involvement in Health Act 2007.   
 
5.3 Contracts 
 
5.3.1 It is the opinion of the Report Author that there are no implications. 

 
5.4 Corporate Priorities 
 
5.4.1 It is the opinion of the Report Author that there are no implications. 
 
5.5 Crime and Disorder  
 
5.5.1 It is the opinion of the Report Author that there are no implications. 

 
5.6 Equality and Diversity / Human Rights 
 
5.6.1 Equality and Diversity implications have been considered throughout the consultation 

process and in making the recommendations detailed within this report. 
 

5.7 Financial  
 
5.7.1 It is the opinion of the Report Author that there are no implications. 
 



5.8 Risk Management  
 
5.8.1 It is the opinion of the Report Author that there are no implications. 
 
5.9 Staffing 
 
5.9.1 It is the opinion of the Report Author that there are no implications. 

  
5.10 Stakeholders / Consultation / Timescales 
 
5.10.1  Parish Councils, local electors, the local member for Hermitage Ward, Norfolk  
            County Council, other interested parties.  
  
 
6.0 WARDS/COMMUNITIES AFFECTED 
 
6.1 Hermitage Ward (Parishes of Weasenham All Saints and Weasenham St Peter) 
 
7.0 ACRONYMS  
 
7.1 CGR - Community Governance Review 
 

Background papers:-  None 

 

 

Lead Contact Officer 
Name and Post:   Sue Daniels, Electoral Services Manager 
Telephone Number:   01362 656328 
Email:     sue.daniels@breckland.gov.uk 
 
Director / Officer who will be attending the Meeting  
Name and Post:   Mark Stinson, Legal Services Co-ordinator 
 
Key Decision: No 
 
Exempt Decision: No  
 
Appendices attached to this report:   None 
  
 

 


